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NRO REVIEW COMPLETED Cepy No. o

— ; 25 June 1958

T ey

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Advanced Besearch Projects Agency
Aseistant Secretary of the Air Force (R & D)

SUBJECT : Finmancing of Project CORONA

1, Under date of 15 April 1958, an outline of
| _ N : the above project
(C% oﬁ%l&} was submitted for the approval of higher authority a?urj::n-
cussion with you and with Dr, James Kittian, As you were advissd shortly

2. The preject outline contained the foll .
ments with respect to financing: lowing estimates and state-

5X1

N

_ a, That covert procurement would reguire
25X1 [ which would be provided by the Central Eéhingmm Agency,

b,  That first and secend a siafct or ;
25X1 coet e O onns carines would

ment wou - or the md : ' ; ‘
Jox N y x most part by ARPA through the Air
25X1 3. With res ’

! . to the firat of thess two categories of costs the
NRO _CIA has obligated | __|and is about to obligate an additional
5% 1 S , [fo Leckheed Alrcraft Corporation. It now appears lkely

ot ! will be required for the items
covertly procured and (His Covered by CIA with FY-1959 funds,

4. The instruction referred to in Paragraph |
aragrapl | above i« relevant to
the second category of costs, those of first and second stage vehicles, The
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instruction {teelf applied to both covert and over: development and procure~
ment and was 10 the effect taat "l funding for developnuent and kardware
must come from: (a) the Central Intelligence Agency and (b) the Advanced
Research Frojecte Agency”. The intent of this instruction was that funding
for tiese purposss stould not be provided by the Alr Force.

5. I am confident that the arrangecisnt which I understand is now
coatemplated, whereby the Alr Force will obligate certain funde for
CORONA 1o advance of relmbursement by ARPA, weuld be consistent with
the foregeing instruction, eince this Ssquence of everts :as besn necessary
with & sumber of ARPA progranis, 1 foel, however, tiat if ARPA does not
intend ultimately to fund veiicles procured for CORONA, this change of
plans should receive appropriate clearance.

6. The language quoted in Paragraph 4 above of course leaves open
the possibility that thie Agency should fund larger part of the whole
CORONA program than contecplated in the project sutline. Althougn this
course of action is net precluded en policy greunds, the need for it was not
foresesn, because what is now CORONA aad been planned and authorized an
& part of WS-117L before being split-off as a separate, covert project, and
ite funding was assumed to be posaible frou: siready approved programs.

It is recognised that the cost of firet and second stage vehicles for CORONA

in addition te those mirendy budgeted would, howsver, raise serious probleu.s
for the CIA. Accordingly, if these developments render inipossible the
funding of overt procurement for CORONA by ARPA, the financiat status

of the project should be reviewed by the knowledgeable senior officers of

the Department of Defense and this Agency,

(sgd) Richard M, Disecll, e,

RICHARD M, BISSELL, JK,
Spacisl Assistant to the Direcstor
for Flanning and Development

3A/PD/DCI:RMB# (6/24/58)
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